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bm 


IN ж 


There is a land of perpetual night... 


й 


pe хэд 


нэ 


Ser 


must 
take 
prece- 


and 
‚ all 
4 things 

come 


from 


the 
heart. 


га. 


Жа 
LJ 
—THE SCRIPTURES OF AMBERGROUND, Ist verse 


Іп the postscript of а previously published 
collection of my artwork, І wrote that 
“the pages of my favorite books are tattered." 
І keep the books І love within arm's reach, 
and І read them over and over. The tattered 
pages show how much І love them. 


I hope you wear out the pages of Tegami Bachi. 
Another adventure is about to begin. Let's go! 


—Hiroyuki Asada, 2006 


Hiroyuki Asada made his debut in Monthly Shonen 
Jump in 1986. He's best known for his basketball 
manga /’//. He's a contributor to artist Range Murata's 
quarterly manga anthology Robot. Tegami Bachi: 
Letter Bee is his most recent series. 


CHAPTER 1: Letter апа Letter Вее 


NO POUPT 
АВОИТ ІТ. 
THIS 15 THE 
PLACE... 


...ГУЕ NEVER 
НЕЛЕР OF 
А POST 
MARKER 90 
FAR FROM 
TOWN. 


АМР 
ALL THIS 
СНАККЕР 
WRECKAGE... 


THE FIRE 
DIDN'T 


[5 
TOUCH 
тие ЗТКАМЕЕ. 


МАККЕК 


DOES THE 
| SKY SEEM 
| 50 MUCH |, 
BRIGHTER? E 


Жа 
y) 


Sy 
5 


ERR... 
І WAS JUST 
ABOUT TO OFEN 
THIS CAN OF 
SOUP. I PICKED 
IT UP PROM А 

MARKET І 
YS Yl SARI. ИМ... 
ь ІТ POESN'T 
TASTE THAT 


РАКРОМ 
МУ MANNERS. 
THIS 15 КОРА. 


DINGO MEANS SHE'S МУ 
РАКТМЕК. DINGO! 


WHAT 
LIGHT? 


270 
THE 
CAPITAL? 
P e ТЕР 
4 12 f 
Ві”, : 


І DON’T 
' KNOW WHAT 
гаг: НАРРЕМЕЙ 


ТО УОЦ, 
ent LAS SEEING. 


ӨШТЕ 
RECOVERED. À 


22-| Э) 


PELIVERY 
ITEM: 


MOST 
OF THE HUMAN - SHIPPING 


LETTERS ALBISIAN. 3 
I PELIVER - LABEL?! 


MALE. 
FRAGILE. 


І АМ A BEE, 
А PELIVEKYMAN 
ЕОЕ ТНЕ 
AMBERGROUND 


DON'T YOU 
KNOW WHAT 
BEES pO? 


SERVICE. 0» а 


ЕКОМ СІТУ 
TO CITY... 


NO 
MATTER 
WHAT 
DANGERS | 
MAY LURK | 


DELIVERING 
THE 
PRECIOUS 
LETTERS OF 
THE PEOPLE! 


МУ 208 
У 16 MERELY 
TO SAFELY 
DELIVER 
THE 


THE 
CONTENTS PACKAGE. 


ARE OF NO 
CONCERN 


DELIVERED! 


50 DON'T 
FEEL LIKE 
YOU HAVE 
TO 60 
SPILLING 
YOUR HEART 


didis РАР а WOR 2 
EKWOKK' 
___| ALL IN ORDER. 


THE ADDRESS | — WHAT 
READS УОРАКА MAKES YOU 
DISTRICT - THINK I'M 

LET WORRIEP 
МЕ 60! ABOUT 
you?! 


Я 5 ©. Са 
MAIL ME! IT VERY 
MUST BE NY 


50 JUST BUT LIKE 
SAVE THE I SAID, А 
LETTER BEE 
NEVER 
EX AMINES 
THE CONTENTS 
OF ALETTER! 


Тһе 
capital, 
Akatsuki, 1 
brightly e 
lit by the 
man-made 
star that 
shines 
overhead, 
is home to 
the highest 
caste, the 
city of the 
chosen ones. 


These 
three 
areas are 
separated 
by rivers 


that run 
to the 


may cross 


the bridges. 


DB 
4 
= 


third area, 
where 
citizens 
of the 
poorest 
caste live, 
is the 


Yodaka. 


is divided 

into three 
areas by 
a caste 
system. 


Amber- 

ground, 
surrounded ja 
on all sides ХЭ 


by water, 


second 
area, 
Yuusari, 
is home 
to the 
middle 


caste. 


The small 
artificial 
star exists 
3 solely to 
T t illuminate 
пор The the capital 
C^ .Q Д farther one аў. 
: goes from 
Akatsuki, 
the darker 77 
the world ў ‚2 
becomes... 


HAVE | IT TAKES f] ч 
У YOU EVER ABOLIT TEN yA SEE... 
BEEN OVER | DAYS TO REACH т I PICKED 
THE || CAMBELLITUS. ing рой САМВЕІ. you UP 
MOUNTAINS?A] | THE ONLY РОРСУ багийн LITUS 15 HERE IN 
PART WILL BE AT THE 
CROSSING THIS SOUTHERN- 
BLUE РИМРКІМ Lj MOST TIF 


MOUNTAIN OF УОРАКА. 


Шш N 
Үс 
Destination 
Cambel Litus 


I'VE BEEN 

€ TOBE 

Pie HONEST,| | THAN THAT, ТО RENGUS TO 

RELIABLE LAG || I'VE NEVER TAKE ORDERS 

М DATAFOR SEEING,|| BEEN ANY- РОК МАМА 5 
ТНЕ КОИТЕ ТО WHERE! ДУ YR EMBROIDERY. 


NOTHING 
ABOUT 
DARKNESS 
LEVELS OR 
GAICHUU 


БАЈСНИЦ 
TYPICALLY 
ATTACK WHEN 
THEY SENSE A 


THEY'RE 
DANGEKOUS 
“|| LIVE IN THE CREATURES, 


У || DARKNESS УЕКУ 
y" BETWEEN FEKOCIOUS. 


AN? THEY'RE 

COVERED 

IN ARMOR 

THAT'S 

STRONGER AN? 
HARDER THAN 
SWORDS. THEY 
CAN EVEN DEFLECT 
BULLETS. THEY 
LOOK LIKE... 


WHILE SHE ага 7 
WORK и 
DISTRACTS O 
THE GAICHUM, in 
ТАМ РОК ITS y 
WEAK POINT— 


RN ANAK A 


ы 


17 | 
— ШУ 


2 = УЛАМ? сп 
[ELOSSARY: Sit = SHINDANJUU = HEART+BULLET+GUN/PISTOL] 


mut замълча; 


yh a| tN 


ШИРА 
ў 


x 


А 
Да 


І 

САМТ 
mo EXPLAIN 
IT WAS... >} 
CRYING. 


DOUBT IT. 

SCHOLARS 

IN YUUSARI 
| HAVE РЕОУЕМ 
COME ON, | У0 THAT САГСНЫ 
LAG SEEING! ` POSSESS NO 


YOU DON’T 
HAVE TO 
YELL! YOU 


EVEN RODA 
SAYS IT'S 


| I JUST FIRED 
A HEART BULLET, 
WAS THAT WELL, 50 COULD YOU 
WEIRD GUN LAG TRY TO GIVE ME 
ANYWAY? у х SEEING? | A BREAK? 


SWINPAN— IT'5 LIKE I 
HEART THAT'S WHY TOLD YOU, 
BULLETS... ALL LETTER A NORMAL 
BEES CARRY БИМ CAN'T 
SPECIAL WEAPONS | PENETRATE 
THAT PROTECT А GAICHUL'S | 
US FROM 
CAICHUU. 


ТНЕКЕ 5 
МО КЕЛІ. 
BULLET... 


THAT'S W 
THE MOST 
IMPOKT ANT 
TOOL FOK 

A LETTER 
BEE. 


THE ONLY 


WAY YOU CAN {А 


A| TAKE DOWN А 
“У GAICHUU... | 


ІТ 


WAS 
GLOWING. пре 


ЖА _ IN My 
WA SHINPAN- 


...SPIKITHAL EK. DURING 
ЕМЕКСУ WAS : ANCIENT 
CARRIED IN , TIMES. 
THE BODIES 

OF TINY 

INSECTS. 


WHEN 
THESE 
SPIRIT 
INSECTS 
AED 
р. IN TRAPPE 
Dir 2 AJ IN TREE 
ре RESIN... 
PRESERVEP 
IN SPIRIT 
AMBER. 


THIS ^ | ` 
STONE IS a x М 


SAAD 


7 NN ын 
N 


NATURALLY, 
А LETTEK ВЕЕ 
MUST MASTER 

THE MANY 

DIFFERENT 


REST 


Ч 
/ HANDS OFF! 
AFTER FIRING 

THAT SHINDAN, 
MY HEART 15 


IF I 
FIKE ALL OF 
MY HEART 

OUT IN A 
SHINDAN... 


...WOULP 
PROBABLY 
PISAPPEAR 

FOREVER. 


UNLIKE AN APPLE, 

THE HEART CAN 

RECOVER WHAT'S 
BEEN LOST... 


МУ 
BODY 
WOULD 
REMAIN 


ТНЕКЕ АКЕ 
ALL КІМР9 OF 
COLORS. 
DEPENDS ON 
THE INSECT, 
REALLY. ГМ 
NOT SURE 
ABOUT RED... 


I THINK 
I'VE SAID 
TOO MUCH. 


REALLY BE 


THE WAY... 
THOSE 
SPIRIT 
AMBER 
THINGS 


TELLING 
ALL THIS 


TOA 
CIVILIAN! 


А 
WEAPON 
LIKE THIS. 


4 


1 HEY! 


3 GET 
Ше 
є € 
7 Sr (і 24 
you x | 
HEARD а ж 
1М, 
I 
BURN THESE 
IT К АКЕ 
DOWN! 
Р, ND Ж > 
p. We 
ia я 
ым у 
“Ту 7 | / 
ИЯ 23 N Ше 


...1А6'5 25 
ы » | MEMORIES. М 
s 


PLEASE на, NN 
| ЗТОР “22245025 


W THESE 
\ ARE 
к xÇ FRAG- 


MENTS... Ñ 


RAISED 


LAG... 
...RAISED 
МЕ ALL BY 


| HERSELF. | 
Ч 


аў 
< 
1) 


55 


NOT то 
YOU'RE MOVE, 
SAFE 136 


A LITTLE 
LONGER. 


ТНЕУ SAY 


11'S THERE'S STILL 
UNDISCOVERED 
POSSIBLE 
SPIRIT AMBER 
THAT THE GUN Б 
ІМ АМВЕЕ 
ОУЕКНЕАТЕР GROUND 
DUE TO AN ' 
UNDERGROUND 
THE POWER 
VEIN HIDDEN ` OF THE SPIRIT 
NEARBY. AMBER IN MY 


LAG 


АВНА. ge 


SHINDANJUU 
JUMPED, АМ? 
IT FIKEP ON 
ITS OWN. 


ЕР... 


„ОА 
В009ТЕК 
SHOT TO 
HELP YOUR 


TO TELL HEART 


YOU THE 
TRUTH, RECOVER. 


IT'S NOT 


MY STRONG 


EXACTLY. 


THE 
SHINDAN 
HAS MANY 
USES. 


АЕТЕК А 
FIREWORKS 
DISPLAY LIKE 

^ THAT HEART | | 
BURST... ДК 


O e 


7772, 


с 


x 


7 


, 


| 
| 


ARE BOUND 
ТОРЕ 
HUNDREDS 
OF GAICHUU 


4) 
| 


І 


TONN 15 
ВАТНЕР ІМ 
TWILIGHT. 


гай 


<< 


11) 
41: 


ded 


00 


FOR ТНЕМ. 


EVEN 
THOUGH 
THEY LOOK 
GROSS! 


CELE- 
BRATE PRESENT. 


CONGRAT- 
ULATIONS. 


LISTEN, 
SYLVETTE ДЕ 


WE'LL BE 
SEPARATED 
FOR A WHILE, 
BUT DON'T 
WORRY-I'LL 
SEND FOR YOU 


ги, WORK 
AND WORK 
SOME MORE 
UNTIL WE'RE 
RICH! 


ГМ GONNA 
BECOME THE 
HEAD BEE, 
THAT’S FOR 
CERTAIN! 


AND ONCE 
І AM, WE'LL 
HAVE LOTS OF 
MONEY! WE CAN 
HEAL YOUR 
LEGS! 


AFTER MY 
NEXT DELIVERY, 
I'M BEING 
TRANSFERRED 
FROM YUUSARI 
TO AKATSUKI — 
THE CAPITAL! 


ANDI 
PROMISE, 
YOU'LL NEVER 
HAVE TO 
WORRY ABOUT 


uar Й. 27 
- #47 ` 76 б 
2 = wee 2 і; WE DON'T 
КОЕ 2 2 HAVE PARENTS 
%23 AAA || TO PEL" on, 
| 50... 


Ч 


СШ ў 


! 


ДЕ М 


LU 


>) 
0, / 
' 


SUL... ғ 31 I à r 
/ 


MWY 
5 Z 
Я Ж 


5 ; 
Vay 


RIGHT 
ASIPE FROM NOW, 
URGENT THERE'S 
GOVERNMENT ONLY ONE 
DELIVERIES, HEAD BEE. 
HE WORK? IN 
THE CAPITAL. 


I'VE NEVEK EVEN 
SEEN HIM. 


7 YOU'RE IN 
LOVE WITH 


ФУІМЕТТЕ 5 
A CUTIE!! 
A HOW OLD 8 
й 15 SHE?! 


. THE MORE 
OBNOXIOUS 


LIKELY THEY 
ARE TO 
SUCCEED”! 


TITTEN Gy, 


pn» Jp» 


QUIET! ` 


б 
LU 


2 A й 
Ч у WR 
> Хү 
А ан 
5 < 
= 


23 m 772577 


YOU MIND 
SLEEPING 
WITH US 
TONIGHT? 


> 4 you | 

know — WM 

-— THIS ET, 
лелеку SOMETHING, 

SMOOTHLY 

50 FAR. 


AT THIS 
RATE, WE 
MIGHT EVEN 
REACH 
CAMBEL LITUS 
MA TOMORROW. 


YOU EVER N 


WRITTEN 7, 
ANYONE? 
SEU 


»> 22 
ва 
ha 


І CAN'T 
BELIEVE 
HOW BRIGHT 
THE STARS 
ARE! 


ANYTHING promise Ў NO. 


ME YOU WILL b] I NEVER 
SOMEDAY. УЙМЕ HAD ANYONE 


THERE АКЕ 
PEOPLE OUT 
THERE WHO 
WOULD WEEP 
WITH JOY 
AT RECEIVING 
EVEN A SINGLE 


TO WRITE. 


EVEN KNOW 
WHAT TO 


IMAGINE 
BR IF YOU LIVED 
EVEN A р FAR AWAY KEALLY? 
SIMPLE FROM YOUR 
LETTER WOULD LOVED | 
CARRY YOUR ES 2023 
НЕАРТ ТО ко) 
ТНЕМ. J i Ч 
с. Ў 
IT'5 FLUFF / 
FROMTHE ° ДЕ 
CHIPPA а 
i FLOWER 
МЕН; BLOOMING 
IN JOSE, 
ИШ ^ THE WHITE 
MOUNTAINS | An 


SOON. 


HOW 
pO 1 SEND | іЯ 


А LETTER DEAL ABOUT E 44 
TO HER? 7 = LETTERS? KS 


» 


АКАТФИК 
АЕТЕК THIS, 
AKEN'T YOU, 


GAUCHE? |, 


| IFI 60 ТО 
ГЫ. AKATSUKI, 
FIND ICANFIND 


AND WAIT 
FOR THE 
GOVERNMENT 
TO GIVE YOU 
А PERMIT... 


ONLY A 
SELECT 
МУ THOSE  FEW PEOPLE 
SHINDAN WHO DON'T HAVE THE 
LET YOU QUALIFY ARE  QUALIFI- 
EXPERIENCE NOT ALLOWED CATIONS 
INTO THE FOR A 
MEMORIES, у CAPITAL. | PASS TO 


DIDN'T ІТ? К А AKATSUKI. 


А LITTLE 
KNOWLEDGE 


- ; THIS 
CAKKIES қ M CAPITAL 
À HEAVY CROSSING 
BURDEN. à РА? 


STILL TRYING 
TO QUALIFY 
ASITIS, MYSELF. IF I DON'T, 
SHE'LLHAVE “MY SISTER CAN'T 
TO LIVE IN JOIN ME IN 
YULSARI ON AKATSUKI. | 
HER OWN FOR АМ 
A WHILE. 


S КУ 
N N 
Ñ 
eS 
SAS 
ES: 


ме 


ма 


BUT IF SHE 50... : 
WAS ABLE TO ромт МИ WHY PI? THEY 
CROSS THE KNOW x TAKE MY 
EA BRIDGE, MAYBE | d Je 
THINGS AKEN'T 


JA MOTHER 
> THERE?! 
ALL THAT BAP. 


(| PROBLEMS 
FRIEND TO YOU. 7 ARE NONE 
І CANT 
SHAKE YOUR 
рада 


THAT'S HAVE TO 
у ALL ТНАТ РЕШМЕК 50 
МУ 208 YOU, THE WE THAT'S 
ENTAILS. LETTER, CANT BE 17? 
SAFELY... FRIENDS 

~ N у / J- 

WITHOUT | т 
ASCRATCH, | S 


_ 


BECAUSE 
you're H f 
MARKEP 
FRAGILE. /4 


rn пей. 
M d c A 
4 TA. - 


Ё M. 


Е 
е е е 


Жу 7 ма 2 
“цн 


ФТИРІР 
Е GAUCHE... 


ГЫ. GET TO 
AKAT SUKI 
WITHOUT 

HIM! OR HIS 


UNLESS 

I CAME | 
FROM THAT / 4 
WAY... /7 


І 
SHOULDA 


CROSSING 
PASS? 


“CROSSING 
PASS 
A BURDEN,” 
MY BUTT! 


AK у FE NEA ; 


МЕ "и Apr 
NULLE! de sv 5 N 
29 ч УА + 


Эр -- сащ T s. “Ж | 
ee C Y ¡LS 2-2 
WORSE 7-4 


i vis 4 5, 
E аа, : 0 
M ЫЯ Yi MC SCA, 
) хо ` № № А WA 
5 і Ma “У ха 5 


BGF = == 


TO KEEL ІТ 
BACK IN, 
THOUGH. 


|| THAT SPEAR 
IT JUST 
SHOT-THAT’S 
HOW THEY 
CATCH THEIR 


| TH LA 
ONES А SEEING! 


BUCKER. 


¿ME OMMZ ANS 


І 
¿ANT HIT 
BETWEEN |; 
THE JOINTS | 


EN, M МЕР 
; 2 N І EN 
(ES CLOSER: а 
ТНЕКЕ 5 FM и d 2 S 


NO OTHEK 


YOU'RE HURT! 
AND YOU 
CAN'T HOLD 
THE GUN! 


youto MA 
СИНВЕ WHAT?! 
АЯ BUT THAT'S 

NO MATTER Я CRAZY! 
WHAT. дъ d 


А LETTEK 
LIKE ТНАТ, 
I'LL RISK 
МУ LIFE TO 
DELIVER. 


КЕ: 


ч : > № 


uS 
"o 


* сэ 
Dy йл! 


2 LOADED! 


ж. а. 


“гай » 


Ny EN 


VA 


NW 
W 


за ы / | | 

ЁОЛ ү | 

N MA | А 
АЎ 
ча М 


77174 
ХО М d 
74 y / 

и 


Y € A 


N 


...JOUR 
MOTHER. 


OR 
MONEY 


OR 
ANYTHING 
ELSE... 


7102 


АКЕ YOU 


DOING? 


E ringing. 


/ THAT'S RIGHT. 
THAT РООК 
BOY MARCHED 
ACROSS HALF 
THE DESERT 
CARRYING 
YOU ON HIS 


LAG WATCHED 
OVER YOU FOR 
THREE PAYS 
STRAIGHT 
WITHOUT 
A WINK OF 
SLEEP, AND 
THIS 15 YOUR 
THANKS?! 


Тт 
Came М 
here... i eff. 


OUT. 
SORRY! 


"1 зуу 
/ | NOTHING EN 4 4 57-71 WHAT ABOUT 
“< FOR YOU A 23 | amm | THOSE RIGHT 
IN THIS й u THEKE- 
TOWN! we а 1 
HEY, ^ у 
МАТА Z | ` - 
MINUTE! [> = Х1 | << 
ES TT 7 = 
TELLING THEY'RE 
SEEMS 15 ТО SENDING 
LIKE GET USA е 
WE'RE NOT o OUT OF MESSAGE, / 
WELCOME TOWN. RODA. 


HERE. 


OOW 


WHO'D 


HAVE THOUGHT О) E 
THERE'D BE (6 "T SURPRISED 
SUCH А LARGE > ВУ CAMBEL 
=> РОКТ TOWN = : ZA UTUS 
i IN THE FARTHEST | | 
КЕАСНЕ OF 
УОРАКА... 


1175 AN 
em ILLEGAL 
HEREARE PORT USED 
PARANOID BY PIRATES 

THAT FROM 
SOMEONE ABROAD. 
| мент 
| KEFOKT THEM 
\ ТОТНЕ 
AUTHOR- 


FOOP 
AND WATER. 
MY AUNT 
WANTEP ME 
TO BRING 
THEM 
TO YOU. 


, ET) ІТ5 
SHE SHE ts WAY 
DOESN'T DOESN'T A BETTER 
KNOW HOW UNDER- СЯ THAN THAT 
HARD A STAND. q NASTY 
LETTER BEE'S yo 12 = 
308 15. ТА 00Р... 


THANK 
YOU. I... 
РІРУТ 
THINK ГР | 
SEE you [> 
AGAIN. / ` 


THANK YOU. 
YOU KNOW, 


, ГМ GLAD 
SHELLTAKE уор 


6000 CARE 
OE MY WITH НЕК. 
FRIEND. 


МУ 
DELIVERY'S 
COMPLETE... 


І MIGHT YOU WERE 
NOT НАУЕ 50 BRAVE. 
MADE IT 
WITHOUT 


{8 
«< № А 
s 


. 


* 


SHE 
МАРЕ МЕ 
PROMISE 

TO KEEP IT 
SECRET... 


SHE USED 
IT TO HEAL 
ME WHEN 
І WAS А 
ВАВУ. 


т. . 
2 
Ж * 
: — 


m. 


FOWEKFUL 
STONE THAT 
WAS MY 
МОТНЕК 5 
TREASURE. 


ёл 


...INLESS 
е : Jc = I TRUSTED 
VALUABLE. s 3 SOMEONE 


ANYONE WHO . — : WITH ALL MY 
UNDERSTANDS 


ITS POWERS 
WILL KNOW 
THAT. 


BE 
CAREFUL 


WHEN I GET 
ТО AKATSUKI, 
ГИ. MAKE 
= SOME 
I MIGHT шаб INGUIKIES 
ВЕ ABLETO |. ABOLIT YOUK 


FIND SOME | = 7 MOTHER. 
CLUES TO 9 5 ‘ 

HER WHERE- 
ABOUTS. 


сах 


ў 
DERE 


MIGHT 
STOP BY 
TO DELIVER 
ANOTHER 
IMPORTANT 
LETTER. 


WHO 
KNOWS. 
MAYBE 
SOMEDAY 
SOON, 
ANOTHER 
LETTER 
BEE... 


WELL, 

I MAPPED 
OUT THE 
ROUTE 
FOR THIS 


BYE... 
GAUCHE... 


120 


А 
horse- 
drawn 

carriage 


arrived 
in the 
town of 


Cambel 


HA! 
CHECK OUT 
THE MAYOR! 


INTERVIEW 
IN YUUSART 
15 NEXT! MAN! 
MY LEGS ARE 
ALREADY 
SHAKING! 


WHY? 
YOU'KE NOT 
THE ONE 
UP FOR 
THE 208- 


WHO'D HAVE 
THOUGHT 


SOMEONE FROM E 


HERE COULD 
ACTUALLY 
PASS THE 

BACKGROUND 
CHECK?! 


GEEZ. 

TO THINK 
THAT ТНЕКЕ 5 
SOMEONE 
FROM THIS 
TOWN CRAZY 
ENOUGH TO 
WANT TO 
WORK FOR THE 
GOVERNMENT. 


122 


М TILBET 
п ` LAG'S WHERE 
ic m HE ALWAYS 
AT THE IS. LET'S 
MAYOR?! O 


YOUNGER 
THAN 
THIS HM. you 


ISN'T THE 
TIME TO BE 
CLIMBING 
ROCKS... 


I’M WORRIED 
ABOUT YOU, 
SABRINA. IF HE 
GETS THE JOB, ! 
YOU'LL ВЕ ALL ( 
: IT ISN'T 
ALONE. m 


HE'S LIKE с 
А ОК ТО YOU. TY. ФАВКІМА 


SINCE THE 
РАЎ HE CAME 
НЕКЕ, LAG HAS 


HIS DREAMED OF 
BECOMING A y 
A LETTER BEE. Й 


SET ON IT. 


NOTHING 
САМ ФТОР 


123 


ANO 15 HIS 816 
es MOMENT... 
MISSING і 

IN : 
ACTION! К 


CANT ВЕ РО 
HELPED. № 


ENTHUSIASM 
OF YOUTH... 


ги. 
ВЕСОМЕ 
А LETTER 
ВЕЕ, МО 
МАТТЕК 
WHAT... 


А Letter 
Вее named 
Gauche 
delivered a 
ЯМ letter—in the 
Й formofa 
young boy | 
named Lag— | 
to this town. | 


i! 
|| Ло 
become, 
like 
Gauche 


EHEN 


Today, 
Lag is 
preparing 
to set 
outona 


journey... 
lq 


Cambel 
Litus. 
A port 
Щ town in the 
southern- 
most part 


of Yodaka. 


That 
was five 
years 
ago. 


128 


WHO'D HAVE 
THOUGHT YOU'D 
HAVE SUCH 
DELICIOUS PIZZA 
WAY OUT HERE 
IN YODAKA? 


TO YOU GUYS 
SOONER! AM 


A 
HORSE- 
DRAWN 

CARRIAGE! 


НЕКЕ 5 
YOUR 
HERBAL 
MEDICINE, 


I MUST SAY, 
IF IT WEREN'T 
FOR YOU LETTER 
BEES, WE'D HAVE 
NO WAY OF 
GETTING SUCH 
WONDERFUL 
THINGS FROM 
YUUSARI. 


A 
GODSEND, 
CONNOR! 


NOT PE A 
АКЕ LUXURY 
you TWO-HORSE 
REAPY CARRIAGE, 
Т0- BUT IT’S NOT 
A ВАР WAY 
TO START OUR 
JOURNEY, AM І 
RIGHT? 


IF YOU 
PASS YOUR 
INTERVIEW 

WITH THE 
NATIONAL 


THIS MIGHT 
BE THE LAST 
TIME YOU SEE 
CAMBEL LITUS. 


I 
HOPE YOU 
SAID ALL 

YOUR 
FAREWELLS, 


LAG SEEING. Ж 
(3 


ОМСЕГМА 
LETTEK ВЕЕ, I'LL 
BE DELIVERING 


YN 
AUNT SABRINA... 


I 
LOVE YOU < THANK YOU FOR 
50 MUCH. EVERYTHING. 


YOU'RE 
MY SECOND 
MOTHER. 


Ў вит IFYOU 
EVER SEE THE 
LETTEK ВЕЕ 
WHO BROUGHT 


HIM... 
x YOU TO ME... 


т 
Й Ў 


заў YES 


0H, PEAR. 
TURNING HE 22 ИІНЕМ НЕ 
I Ë DELIVERED 
LIKE YOU. THIS NEW LEASE 
PRECIOUS ON LIFE... 
LETTER. 


МЕН N 
Хан? 


YOUK КЕЛІ. 
МОТНЕК, 

JUST STAY 
STRONG! F= 


“әгі Соор- 
CAMBEL вує Z жа — GOODBYE, 
4 % AUNT... 


IT'S THE 
FLUFF FROM 
THE СНІРРА 

FLOWERS! 


FOR ME, 
MAMA... 
GAUCHE... 


...АМР 
I'LL FIND 
YOU BOTH! 


IT ONLY 
STOPS AT THE 
AITHON COAL 

MINE ONE 
DAY A WEEK. 


ALL? NO 
LETTERS? 
NOTHING? 


I'M 
SURE 
HE'S 

SUPER 
BUSY 
AT THE 
CAPITAL. 


TLL 
BETHE 
BEST 

EVER... 


SCHEDULE. 
WE'D 


WONDER IF 
GAUCHE KNOWS 
НЕКЕ'5 A TRAIN 


НЕ МАМТ9 
TO MOVE HIS 
YOUNGER SISTER, 
SYLVETTE, 
TO AKATSUKI... 


~ 


а 


С 
ps 


Aithon 

Coal 

Mine - 
Train 
Station, 
Southern 


Yodaka 


PLEASE KEMEMBER Дете ⁄ 
ROCKING PONY АСПА ` ТНАТ 
BALLERINA FOR € “0 172 COVERS IT, 


УОИК FUTURE x ; MR. CONNOR. 
CARRIAGE-RENT AL ata 22) THANK YOU! 
NEEDS! м S 
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By 
THE WAY, 
LAG, WHAT- 
EVER 
HAPPENED 
TO YOUR 
DINGO? 


YOU'RE ў weren't 


12 RAINING 
7 
ІШЕ, ADOS 


THE CONTRACT UN So 4 ‘IF YOU'RE 
BETWEEN A Ww GOING TO 
DINGO AND A : BECOME A 
LETTEK ВЕЕ 15 > Е: LETTER BEE, 

PERSONAL. IT : = BEING STRICT 
REFLECTS UPON == 15 JUST AS 
YOUR ABILITIES, || CRUCIAL AS 
STRENGTHS, AND | |- : BEING KIND. 
SPECIALTIES. Е 


болыр 

те p 
SAY KINDNESS ABILITIES... | 
STRENGTHS} | 


, 


ТНЕКЕ 5 
МО WAY 
I COULP- 


! PANTHER! 
YOU COULD 
EVEN HIRE 
A RONIN IF 
YOU COULD / 

AFFORD IT! Ks 


LION WILL 
po! 


IT'S ТОО 
LATE FOR A 
DOS. CAN 
MY DINGO BE 
SOMETHING 
ELSE? 


SHE'S 
HIDING 
INTHAT / 
NICHE! 


SHESA N; 
SCAREDY САТ. \ "| 
50 you j 
FOUND А 
NEW HIPING 


PLACE, НИН?! | ч 


FREIGHT? 
WHY 
WAS SHE 
tj TRAVELING— 


ЕУ; 


2 


SORRY! 


A DELIVERY 
FORM ON 
HER ARM! 


wT HERE'S 


£53, 
You E, 
MEAN THE FORM 12 THERE'S NO 
EA, INCOMPLETE. сы, 

CAN'T BE SHE CAN'T BE ADDRESS. 

DELIVERED? ACCEPTED AS 
/ | A LETTER. 
| (с 


EITHEK. THE 
STATION'LL HOLD 
HER HERE FOR A 

WHILE, JUST 
~ IN CASE... 


CAN'T BE 
HELPED. 


ANYWAY, 
LAG?! THE TRAIN'S 
RE. 


THAT'S 
ONLY ABOUT 
THIRTY MILES 
FROM HERE. 
WE COULD 
GET HER 
THERE IN A 
DAY, TOPS! 


2273 
Бай 4 : 


COME ON, м Y 


LAG. YOU 
CANT 
POSSIBLY— 


` 


1 РОИЛ5. SOUNDS 


САМТ 


І 
2 ЕУЕМ 
CAN'T 
LEAVE IMAGINE 


НЕК НЕКЕ. 
МОТ LIKE 


JUST LEFT 


за ME THERE? `` 


THE 
PELIVEKY 
ADDRESS 

15 IN 


LOVEZOME |, RENT TOWN. 


LIKE SOME 
KIND OF 
ORPHANAGE, 
MAYBE? 


EHE ын 
LETTE 
TECHNICALLY APTE 


N 1 
„МЕ КЕ NOT МОТ А LETTEK ; ACCEPT AN 
BREAKING BEE, 90 IF I er INCOMPLETE 
ANY RULES. DELIVER HER... THE RULES, LETTER... 
LAG: 


RIGHT, 
CONNOR? 


PH Fi % 


Jl have do bribe 
the stetionmaster. 
Maybe something From 
my private collection. 


- M 
г > НЕ КАМ 
YOUR 
TEMPORARY THE 
CROSSING озн 
N < 


YOU'VE GOT 

6000 HEART, 5 ALONG WALK bo es a 
JUST LIKE КМ 7, AHEAD OF YOU THE TRAIN 

\ IF YOU WANT , 
THOUGH. 


МУ AUNT! 
CONNOR 


KLUFF! 


Es 
e 


А 
FLAYBILL? 
"SEE 
HIDEOUS 


FREAKS AT 
LOVESOME- " 


AND AS LONG 
AS WE STEER 
CLEAR OF 
BROCCOLI 
FOREST, WE 
SHOULDN'T 
HAVE TO 
WORRY ABOUT 
GAICHUU... 


ACCORDING 
TO CONNOR'S 
Destination МАР, IT 
Lovesome Downs (9) ча LOG LOOKS LIKE 
А ROCKY 
JOURNEY TO 
PEOPLE po KENT TOWN. 


STILL USE 


NC 
riangle Head 
WARNING: Rough passage 


LOVESOME 
DOWNS 
SAFELY! 
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ELIZA- 
BETH. susan. 


SHE'S 
РРОВАВІМ 
BEEN) PASSED 
AROUND FROM 
ORPHANAGE TO 
ORPHANAGE. А? 


2 


HOW X 
ABOUT IF = Y. 
I GIVE YOU ка 
А МАМЕ? 


БЕТ ІТ? 
IT'S А 
GREAT 
NAME! 

you 

LIKE ІТ, 


20277 
A" NA 


WHAT 
ABOUT A 
FAVORITE? 


ORIGINALLY, 
IT REFERRED 
TO A RECESS 
FOR SACRED 
STATUES ОК 
FLOWERS. 


LIKE AN 
OPENING 
OK A 
NARROW 
SPACE. 


BUT PON'T 
WOKKY. МЕКЕ 
NEAK THE 
COAL MINE 
TOWN, 50 
THEKE 
SHOULD- 


Y 


\ 


EN r^ 
` | А 
RN Y) А 
N Ñ N T N Ї 
N == 1 1 T / й 7! 
Swe ks 

ў A уыз ` «Ў 

E <A 5 0 Š 4 W 


„BUT І 
HAVEN'T FIRED 
А ЭНТМРАМ 
SINCE THAT 


у TIME І WAS 
STUPID ROCK WITH GAUCHE. 

SNAKE. I'M 

РАТНЕТІС! 


HON САМ 
А GIRL ВЕ 
50 STRONG 
ANP FAST? 


2211 


~ 7 


WHEN I WAS 
ABOUT YOUR AGE, 


I WAS 50 
SCARED, 50 


NERVOUS...BUT А LETTER BEE 

ТОРАУ, WHEN I DELIVERED ME 

LEFT THAT TO A STRANGE 
NEW TOWN. 


..EVERY ONE 
CAME TO SEE 
ME OFF! THEY 
WERE CRYING 
AS THEY SAID 
600P-BYE! 


чаткі 


= RA 


WHO'LL LOVE 
ANP CAKE 
FOR YOu! 


4 Ай, 


you 
ARE THE 
FIRST MAN TO 
MAKE ME WEAK 
UNDERPANTS! 


ALWAYS 
LICK 
YOUR 
WOUNDS? 


158 


N 


I 
FORGOT 
TO HAVE 
HIM SIGN 
THE Й 
RECEIPT. 


THE FREAK 
SHOW TENT 
SET UP? 


IT'S 
CALLED 
LOVESOME 
DOWNS... 


WE FOUND 
My кір \ THIS FLYER, и ра 
50 WE E e 
HERE REPT WALKEP UP ТЕЛІ 5 SOME! 
SAYING HERE FROM GREAT! SEE, 
IT WAS THE COAL DIDN'T І 


MINE. TELL YOU?! 
we 1175 THERE! 


CHARGE YOU 
AN ARM AND 
A ca ANP 

INSIDE: 
£ y BOOM! IT’S 
NOTHING BUT 

LOVESOME 


CHIL OF A Ус 
WOMAN WHO [Y `, 
PEVOUKEP THE Го и 
FLESH OF THE [1 
LEGENDARY 

MAKA! 


| OUR NEW 
EXHI- 
BITION... 


Ти 
BELIEVE 
IT WHEN I 
ЗЕЕ IT, 
THAT'S 


WHATI | 


SAY! 


THE MAKA 
WAS A 
MYSTERIOUS 


BEAST THAT 
LOOKEP LIKE A 


PRAGON.IT НАР | 
А GOLDEN MANE Б 


ANP EYES THE 


THE q 
LEGEN? HAS 
IT THAT 
DESPITE ITS 
CRUEL NATURE, 
PEOPLE ТО 
THE NOKTH 
WOKSHIFFEP 
IT AS А ОР. 


WITNESS 
THE 
HORRIBLE 
CURSE | 
THAT HIVES | 
A GOLVEN 


A 
WHAT 
co 
WE 160Т 


: с за, 
I'MNOT 8055... 
E GETTING ІШ ІШІП 
mi кет m) надру WELL? 
KEACTION "Lc E 


FROM HER. | 


ARE 
u | | || YOU SURE? 
... UNLESS HER EYES 
SHE'S WEARING MATCH THE 
SOME SORT LEGEND, AND 
OF COSTUME... M е YOU SAW HER 


MORNING, 
PEOPLE WILL 
СОМЕ TO SEE 
УОИК GOLDEN 

SWORP! 


LU 
221 


N 


— WHO РИТ 


THOSE 
PEOPLE 

DON'T WANT AWFUL 

THINGS 

TO SEE THE 4 

MAKA IN ON HER? 


| UNDERPANTS! 
TAKE EM (^ ANTS: 
ви OFF! N / 


Gum 


ESTABLISH 
THE PROPER 
RESPECT ВУ... 


РІР- 


РІР 

You 
SEE IT? 
Ж ТНЕКЕ! 

THE GOLDEN „ 
SWORD! 
7 | 
МИ 


COA 
JA 


ЯМ Е” ‚ ЕЕ 


SHE 
DESTROYED 
EVERYTHING! 
I'M RUINED! 


PRECIOUS 
ANIMALS 


ARE 
ESCAPING! 


Ä En you 
ги | және 
кемдер you RU 
xcd И ғ | шаар 
FOR THEI ў, ST 
RETURN! (04 э» NA 


ІШ 


Y 
У 
X 


加 


| ; М 0 2 
Э CC 
fu SN OD ЖАТУ 


ЕГІЛЕ 
БАСНИШ 3 
TERRITORY! 3 


BROCCOLI : 
FOREST!! 3 


А 
FOUR- 
ROSES 

GAICHUL! 
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> з 


і ANA 


Li ЦЬ | | 


Жы 2 N | LAG 
/ “Өү Й A | SEEING! Г 
ЭЭ | 

DON'T | 


V 


LITUS 


е 


| carry || 
FRAGMENTS || 
де... | 


| 


MYSELF. 


A 


LETTING 
ME LICK 
WHERE IT 
HURTS... 


IF 
6009 -BYE 
MAKES YOU 
ФАР... 


YOUR SIDE, 
LAG. 


ІТ 
MAKES МЕ 
KEALLY 
SAD... 


IT 
HAPPENS. trwas NICHE... 


пр 
— YOU FAIL 
D Z n AT YOUK 
: LOOK! и 
ЭМ 22117 
UNKNOWN! 4 
Ж A 
£ IT'S NOT ^ 
Я SIGNED. Z. [Й 
ЖУ; y 
9 Q ll 
2 \% : 4 
- Kr * 
EI 
= YOU'RE 
^ P=! JUST NICHE 
| Тэх NOW, NOT 
A LETTER. 


ІМ ОКРЕК 
ТО ВЕСОМЕ 


Му name is Dr. Thunderland, but you сап call те Professor Thunderland. 

I haven't made an appearance іп the main story—yet. (Have І appeared in 
another manga? Absolutely not!*) | work at the Letter Bee Hive, researching 
all manner of phenomena pertaining to Amberground. Today's lecture covers 

the beginning to Chapter 2. Take your seats, everybody, let's begin... 


*Dr. Thunderland appeared in “Pez and Dr. Thunderland,” 
which ran in volume 3 of the color manga anthology Robot. 


Ш AMBERGROUND (AG) 
Surrounded by ocean on four sides, Amberground 
is called "the land of perpetual night." Here, 
various ethnicities live in a chaotic state. The 
nation is divided by caste into three river-bound 
districts: Akatsuki, Yuusari, and Yodaka. Passage 
between districts occurs via government- 
regulated bridges. 


Crossing from Yodaka into Yuusari requires a 
government-issued Crossing Pass. Only the few 
who clear a very high security level are granted 
the Capital Crossing Pass, which is required to 
enter Akatsuki. 


W DISTRICTS OF AMBERGROUND 


Akatsuki: 
The capital of Amberground. Access is strictly 
limited. A Capital Crossing Pass is required for 
entry, and it is restricted to the holder only— 
even the holder's family cannot easily obtain 
clearance. Only the elite call Akatsuki home. 


Yuusari: 
This district is populated by the middle caste. 
The central office of the Amberground National 
Postal Service, known as the Beehive, is here. І 
live here as well! Or at least, I’m supposed to... 


Yodaka: 
This is the stage for the current volume. The 
citizens here are the lowest caste of Amber- 
ground. Yodaka's mountains, plains, and deserts 
are infested with Gaichuu. Most people work 
in agriculture or fishing, but heavy government 
taxes take most of the profit, leaving some 
families with barely enough food. Illegal fishing 
and smuggling rings are rumored to bring some 
prosperity to Yodaka's coasts. 


Тһе government conducts the mining of this 
resource, and details are known only to those 
directly involved in the operation. 


Seirei is name for the spiritual energy of the 
natural world. This energy finds a ready host in 
tiny insects. When these so-called spirit insects 
fall into tree resin to form amber, the seirei they 
carry is preserved. The government supplies 
the Letter Bees with Spirit Amber, which Letter 
Bees use to fuel their weapons and enhance 
their heart. 


Ш SHINDAN AND SHINDANJUU 
Letter Bees use a variety of weapons and tools 
in concert with their heart to protect them- 
selves from Gaichuu. One item, the Shindan, 
is a bullet made from a fragment of a Letter 
Bee's heart. Spirit Amber is inserted into the 
Shindanjuu—a kind of “heart gun"—and serves 
as the catalyst to form the Shindan. Letter Bee 
Gauche Suede once said, “Тһе Shindan only 
appears as a bullet—but it's actually heart. Even 
though it's not live ammunition, we still load the 
cartridge to help control the concentration of 
heart and the power of the Shindan." The Shindan 
is a powerful weapon indeed, but it has its risks. 
Using too much heart can lead to a dangerous 
fatigue. The Shindan can also aid in recovery 
from illness or injury, and it has many other 
uses. The qualities of the heart differ from 
person to person. 


Route Map ges 


Finally, | am including a map 
created by the fine people at the 
Lonely Goatherd Map Station, 

" whose shop is in Nocturne Hood 
in central Yuusari. 


A: Akatsuki В: Yuusari С: Yodaka 


: i ; ТЕ 77 77 7 
(Т) COZA BEL (LAG’S HOME) ) у A 4 
(2) RENGUS TOWN | (9 ЗЕ) 


(8) SAPEE MOUNTAIN (DAIKIRI GAICHUU) 4 ү : ЛА 


| (4) BLUE РИМРКІМ MOUNTAIN RANGE > 
(б) JOSE, THE WHITE DESERT (BUCKER GAICHUU) 


ES 


ча, 
Ра св PORT OF САМВЕІ. LITUS 
~% г) КЕЕ DESERT 
f^ DESERT ROAD 
1 (І | y? : 4 М 4 © AITHON (COAL-MINING TOWN) 
DEN у. E ў 20 AITHON COAL MINE TRAIN STATION 
! í 


M 
ы 一 ” (ROCKING PONY BALLERINA 


м CARRIAGES) 
sE am TRIANGLE HEAD PASS 


41) BROCCOLI FOREST 
(FOUR-R0SES GAICHUU) 


2 


How was the lesson? Remember, we’ve only just scratched the 
surface today. Amberground is full of mysteries, and the journey has 
only just begun. I’m sure much more will come up in our story— 
and, of course, Гт sure ІЛІ see you all for volume 2. Bah! What a 
pain! I have much more important things to do, you know. And when 
do I get to make my appearance in the manga?! 


Tegami? Вайн 
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